Laryngotracheoesophageal cleft.
Laryngotracheosophageal (LTE) cleft is a rare congenital anomaly which results from failure of cephalad advancement of the tracheoesophageal septum and fusion of cricoid cartilage. Four cases of LTE cleft from Children's Hospital are reported. Most of them presented with aspiration after feedings that mimic T-E fistula. Three cases had other associated anomalies. Non-ionic water soluble esophagography showed proximal leakage of contrast media at cricopharyngeal region. The definitive diagnosis was made by direct laryngoscopy. Three cases died from their complications in spite of surgical repair. So, LTE cleft should be considered as one of the causes of aspiration in the newborn.